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Peter  Elzing^i,  Alberta  Minister  of  Agriculture 


ALBERTA  AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH  INSTITUTE 


Last  month,  I  introduced  in  the 
Legislature  a  bill  that  will  provide 
for  the  establishment  of  a  new 
coordinating  body  for  all  agricul- 
tural research  conducted  in  the 
province. 

The  proposed  Alberta  Agricul- 
tural Research  Institute  (AARI)  will 
set  policies,  determine  priorities, 
provide  overall  coordination  and 
direction,  and  support  long-term 
research  projects  in  cooperation 
with  industry,  the  universities  and 
other  organizations. 

There  has  long  been  a  need  in 
this  province  to  coordinate  the  var- 
ious agencies  conducting  research 
in  agriculture.  According  to 
researchers  and  producer  groups 
alike,  an  organization  designed  to 
focus  on  long-term  research,  cre- 
ate opportunities  for  joint 
government,  university  and  indus- 
try projects,  fund  advanced  tech- 
nology development,  and  attract 
world-class  agricultural  scientists 
to  the  province  is  essential  to  the 
future  growth  of  our  agriculture 
sector. 

I  am  confident  that  in  the  Alberta 
Agricultural  Research  Institute,  we 
have  developed  just  such  an  organ- 
ization. The  AARI  will  help  us  to 
provide  Alberta's  producers  and 
processors  with  the  up-to-date 
agricultural  techniques  and  tech- 
nology they  will  need  to  compete 
in  domestic  and  international  mar- 
kets in  the  years  ahead. 

The  concept  of  the  Alberta  Agri- 
cultural Research  Institute  was 
developed  through  extensive  con- 
sultation with  representatives  of 
the  University  of  Alberta,  the 
Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Alberta  Department  of 
Advanced  Education.  The  Institute 
is  to  be  governed  by  a  Board  of 
Directors  composed  of  producers, 
processors,  members  of  the  aca- 
demic community,  and  represen- 
tatives of  federal  and  provincial 
government  departments. 

Under  the  proposed  legislation, 
the  AARI  is  to  coordinate  the 
research  activities  of  various  pro- 


gram boards,  including  the  Farm- 
ing for  the  Future  Program  Board, 
and  boards  governing  broad 
research  categories,  such  as  crop 
and  livestock  production,  market- 
ing and  economics,  soil  and  water 
management,  agricultural  process- 
ing, and  special  crops.  The  Farm- 
ing for  the  Future  Program  Board 
will  administer  short-term  research 
projects,  while  the  other  program 
boards  will  deal  with  long-term 
research. 

Soil  conservation  will  be  among 
the  AARI's  top  research  priorities. 
The  Institute  will  promote  the  study 
of  soil  erosion,  organic  matter 
breakdown  and  other  soil  degra- 
dation processes,  in  order  to  help 
develop  methods  of  halting  those 
processes. 

Also  proposed  as  high  priority 
research  areas  for  the  Institute  are 
plant  and  animal  biotechnology; 
commodities  such  as  poultry,  spe- 
cial crops,  canola  and  forage;  food 
processing;  marketing;  farm  busi- 
ness management;  feedlot  disease 
control;  and  agricultural  econom- 
ics. 

In  a  number  of  these  areas, 
projects  have  already  been  set  in 
place,  through  government,  indus- 
try, or  university  support.  By 
bringing  these  and  other  agricul- 
tural research  projects  together 
under  one  coordinating  body,  the 
AARI,  we  can  make  sure  that 
research  funding  goes  to  where  it 
is  needed  most,  and  that 
government,  the  private  sector,  and 
the  universities  are  working 
together,  and  taking  best  advantage 
of  the  expertise  and  technology 
available. 

Alberta's  agriculture  industry 
plays  a  crucial  role  in  our  prov- 
ince's overall  economy.  If  this  sec- 
tor is  to  remain  competitive  in  the 
global  marketplace,  we  must  con- 
tinue to  invest  in  research,  and 
we  must  do  so  in  the  most  effective 
and  efficient  manner  possible.  I 
believe  that  the  formation  of  the 
Alberta  Agricultural  Research 
Institute  is  a  major  step  toward 
that  end. 


